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URBAN MISSION NETWORK
INTRODUCTION
The Network has maintained its pattern of support and encouragement to congregations in the twelve months since November 2007. In planning four gatherings a year in different locations our main objective has been to share ministry experience. This continues to be the most direct way the Network invites leaders to reflect on the life of their own congregation. Several important steps have been taken to review, resource and develop the role of the Network. Two congregations, Yilki and Clearview and one faith community, Eco-faith, have joined the network making a total of 19 congregations     

SUMMARY OF KEY ACTIVITIES AND OUTCOMES ACHIEVED SINCE NOVEMBER 2007
Four major gatherings have been held during the twelve months; in November at St Andrews Glenelg, February at Modbury, May at Christ Church Wayville and August at Prospect Rd. In November this year we will meet with the Adelaide UC Korean congregation at St Morris. These sessions have enriched our imagination and inspired us to extend our ministry well beyond our own membership. We have also been encouraged by the variety of ministry initiatives being taken to the wider community of the main street and in the public square. 

St Andrews shared their story of close involvement with the civic and business community of Jetty Rd which has resulted in public recognition and appreciation of the community chaplaincy model developed over ten years. Modbury, along with several other congregations in the network, has warmly embraced the growing African community and developed several significant weekday support programs. Christ Church shared the 10 year story of the Effective Living Centre. At the August meeting we heard about the vision of Prospect Rd for developing community partnerships to establish a healing centre and the struggle to renovate a building at Blair Athol to provide accommodation for this program in an under resourced region. 

Since the formation of the Network we have listened to the many stories from most of our member congregations and the achievements and ventures which we hear about are often understated and sometimes misunderstood. This experience is evidence that old churches are new again and that many courageous steps are being taken as they following the promptings of the Spirit and are led in new creative directions. Many of our churches make the most of their old treasures while finding new ones for innovative and relevant ministry (Matthew 13:52). (Idea from Rowena Curtis in article titled Mission and City Churches Australian Journal of Mission Studies December 2007). 
In 2007 our meetings set out to develop the theme, Public Church: Public Theology as this concept was consistent with the objectives of our memorandum and reflected the growing interest in the wider church community. In 2008 we have been working with the theme Developing Strong Mission and Ministry Directions and we have found it difficult to assess and evaluate the impact of promoting this conversation. There is some evidence that we should be taking two years or more to develop and expand the discussion around the themes which we adopt.   

After three years of voluntary leadership the Network has now appointed two part time paid staff, one as coordinator, Christine Secombe, and the other to develop a ministry of pastoral care, Alex Rogers. These appointments are part of a model of team leadership which involves all members of the reference group. This group acts as a planning team and is the Network’s standing committee. 

Throughout the year we were involved in supporting the formation of three sub networks; ministry with African families, youth and eco faith. The first two have yet to develop or generate sufficient support but the Eco-faith community, which meets in the Botanic Park each Sunday, is becoming the focus for the third sub network. 
Almost half of our congregations have been involved in consultations and in placing ministers. During the year ministers have been inducted to Enfield (Alan Biglow) and the Church of the Trinity (Susan Wickham). We look forward to welcoming new minister to Modbury (Tony Goodluck) and a further part time minister to serve the Eco faith community, (both in November 2008). Hopefully during 2009 we will be able to place ministers at Brougham Place, Pilgrim (second minister or ministry team), Clayton Wesley (second minister), Newland Yilki, Scots and Morialta (second minister). Many of our congregations have been well served by supply ministers during the year.   

In response to the request of the Presbytery we have undertaken a review of our life and this has affirmed the general directions and ethos which have developed. Our congregations continue to contribute to the funds of the Network at an annual rate of 1%. 
FORWARD THINKING
We are confident that our Network’s objectives and model of servant leadership can be clarified, articulated and strengthened over the next three years. Significant ground work has already been undertaken to build firm foundations and develop relationships between our congregations. We will continue to seek the most effective way to becoming a learning community, enriching each through sharing experiences of ministry and mission. While we do this by recounting our practical and tangible expressions of outreach, theological reflection and discernment practices will be critical. Our experience of ministry will be empowered as we come to understand that we are being led into a future which is not ours but God’s.  
The prayer of Oscar Romero is a reminder of the path we are following. 

God in whose name we have gathered, Christ whose name we know, Spirit in whose embrace we are sustained and strengthened: continue with us as we step back take the long view and look ahead. Help us to experience a liberation in knowing that we cannot do everything. Walk beside us, move with us, lead us into truth. Enable us to do something, take one step and do it well. Incomplete but a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for grace to enter. Give us both grace and peace as we go

Rev Dr Dean Eland 
Acting Coordinator
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