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Next Gathering Saturday September 8th:  Do not miss this one! 
The principal of the United Theological College Sydney, the Rev Dr Clive Pearson will guest at our next gathering on September 8th at the UC Korean Church 40 Third Ave, St Morris. (Plenty of street parking). 

Clive is a very engaging speaker and is involved in developing and teaching a course on the topic, Public Theology. He is also writing a book on this theme and its meaning in the Australian context. The Network has invited him to Adelaide to share his insights and assist in the development of our theme for the year, Public Theology-Public Church. 
The gathering will begin at 10.30 with a cuppa and conclude by 3.00pm. Lunch provided for a donation and this is to be confirmed. Check the web site for final details and other info about Clive’s interests and background. 
On Sunday Clive will be guest of the 9.00am congregation at Morialta and will then visit the eco theology gathering in Botanic Park and conclude his visit at Scots church in the afternoon. Further information about Clive and the time of the Sunday afternoon program will be available on our web site.  
News of Events from our Congregations
· Church of the Trinity Goodwood Rd Clarence Park. 

Anne at alhewitt@bigpond.com would like to hear from anyone who is planning to send a group to SAYCO? Are any interested in making a joint Urban Network SAYCO group, so that smaller groups (like us) get a chance to attend and meet some other friends too? 


The Season of Creation Art Exhibition at Church of the Trinity is on again after another successful year in 2006. Opening night Fri 31st August 6.30-8.30pm. All welcome to come and celebrate (& first pick of the art pieces for sale!) The Exhibition is open from Sat 1st Sept - 30th Sept, Tues to Sunday, 1pm-4pm. There will be workshops, and guided tours for schools & fellowship groups can be arranged, with light refreshments made available on request too. There are two Trinity Sessions concerts (Women in Docs 9th Sept & Eric Bogle & Colcannon 16th Sept), so come and have a browse, be entertained, have some wine & cheese and delight in great company and wonderful atmosphere! For more information and to book tours - The Rev. Anne Hewitt, Church of the Trinity, 318 Goodwood Rd Clarence Pk 5034 ph: 8277 9833(hm) or 8272 2564. 
Trinity had a great late roll up for the Catherine Fraser and Duncan Smith concert and all those who came along had a great night. Don't keep us in suspense and leave it to the last minute for this Sunday's Maria Forde concert. In Peter Tichener's words " Don't miss this special concert, I promise you'll be telling all your friends about her the following day!!!"

Sunday 5 August 6pm (doors 5:30). MARIA FORDE (VIC)  with Pete Tichener (Colcannon). http://www.mariaforde.com/   With guest Jack Brennan
Maria Forde is one of Australia’s finest voices, not only for her rich, beautiful vocal tones, but for the inspired and passionate songs she writes, stories of life, love and the land. A regular favourite at venues and festivals around Australia, as well as numerous television and radio appearances, Maria has also supported international artists such as the Furey’s, Foster & Allen, Kieran Goss and Daniel O’Donnell. (The Furey’s have recorded two of Maria’s songs -”Waltzing Matilda, My Darling” and "Will You Dance With Me?"). Maria has been awarded nationally and internationally for her songwriting. Her strength lies in her ability to write timeless material that connects with people’s lives. Pete Titchener hails from Hastings in the South East of England. He has lived in Australia since 1991 and in 1998 joined internationally renowned band Colcannon and has enjoyed several national and international tours with them. More recently Pete has been working with Maria on her new album and will join her for tonight’s concert. 

Book Now Tickets Adult $20 Con $15 Ch $10 Book at Effective Living Centre (mon,wed,fri) 8271 0329 or online at www.dramatix.com.au
 
Friday 17 August 8pm (doors 7:30). ZULYA AND THE CHILDREN OF THE UNDERGROUND. http://www.zulya.com/
Zulya is coming back to Adelaide two years after one of The Trinity Sessions most moving concerts. Although she is well-known in Australia, Zulya's performances of her stunning blend of traditional and original music have recently been enchanting audiences from Serbia to Siberia, Luxembourg to Moscow, Tatarstan to Helsinki and almost everywhere in between. In 2005 her CD “The Waltz of Emptiness” spent four months in the European World Music Charts top 20. Her new CD “3 Nights”, released in Europe in May is already at No 7 in those charts. The reviews of the new CD, which includes some English language songs, have been nothing short of sensational “ She is an astonishing singer equally adept at conveying unbridled joy and melancholy, earthy urges and tenderness” Canberra Times. Check out her web site for the achievements of Zulya and the Children of the Underground. Book Now Tickets Adult $25 Con $20 Ch $15 Book at Effective Living Centre (mon,wed,fri) 8271 0329 or online at www.dramatix.com.au
 
Sunday 9 September 6pm (doors 5:30).WOMEN IN DOCS (Qld)
http://www.womenindocs.com/   with special guests The Fiddle Chicks
After last year’s great concert ‘the Docs’ are Trinity Sessions favourites. Known for their raw, exciting, upbeat sounds, well-considered (and often humorous) lyrics, crisp, acoustic guitar and soaring harmonies, the act gather large, loyal crowds wherever they play including all major music and folk festivals across Australia, in particular, Port Fairy Folk Festival, The Big Day Out, The Gympie Muster, The National Folk Festival (Canberra), Fairbridge Folk Festival (Perth), Adelaide Fringe Festival (The Famous SpiegelTent). ‘The Docs’ have toured overseas many times to American and Canadian festivals and played in Hamburg and Shanghai. They will have just returned from another extensive American tour.  Last year their first CD Under A Different Sky, was picked up by the US Folk DJ's and featured in the Top 20 of the US Folk & Roots Charts for over 6 weeks (there is some big names in the chart). “Those who enjoy Ani Di Franco, The Waifs, and other independent spirits will find plenty to admire in the Docs” Courier Mail


Adult $20 Con $15 Child $10 Book on 8271 0329 The Effective Living Centre (mon, wed, fri) or on line at https://www.dramatix.com.au/

 
Sunday 16 September 6pm (doors 5:30) ERIC BOGLE AND COLCANNON
A repeat of the sellout 2006 concerts. Eric Bogle is by far Australia's most successful folk touring artist, last year he completed his fourteenth visit to the US and on each successive tour his audience is still growing. He's by way of a wee phenomenon in the world of acoustic and folk music. His songs have been performed and recorded by countless artists all over the world; they've been changed, purloined, coveted, punked, murdered, and anointed. His songs are sung with passion and conviction in sessions all over the world and in many different tongues. Colcannon continues to build its reputation both in Australia and overseas writing songs (with strong Australian content), recording and touring. Critics agree that if you want a great night of music see Colcannon- described as "...simply stunning". With Eric and Colcannon together it will be a great show, entertaining, moving, and generous. Book Now Tickets Adult $30 Con $25 Ch $20 Book at Effective Living Centre (mon, wed, fri) 8271 0329 or online at www.dramatix.com.au
 
Sunday 14 October 6pm (doors 5:30). DOUG ASHDOWN. http://www.dougashdown.com/

Few Australian recording careers can compare with that of singer / songwriter / guitarist Doug Ashdown. Though most readily recognised for his sweeping, sumptuous 1970s hit ballad 'Winter In America', Ashdown began cutting albums in 1965 and can now claim a tally approaching 20 releases. Over almost 40 years of performing, writing and recording, Doug has covered a myriad of bases - always with absolute credibility and distinction. Treat yourself to an evening at the beautiful Trinity Sessions to hear Doug perform his early folk tracks, sumptuous ballads and his bluesy rags. This is a rare opportunity to hear an Adelaide original and one of Australia’s early innovative singer/songwriters. Book Now Tickets Adult $20 Con $15 Ch $10 Book at Effective Living Centre (mon, wed, fri) 8271 0329 or online at www.dramatix.com.au

Sunday 18 November 6pm (doors 5:30). A TRIBUTE TO PAUL KELLY
The third in our tribute series this night will again feature a variety of Adelaide performers interpreting the songs of Paul Kelly. Stay tuned for further details but if the first two (Emilylou Harris/Gram Parsons and Neil Young) are any indication this will be another ripper of a night.

· Modbury

Modbury, together with Para Vista, farewelled Rev John Watt in May and have welcomed Rev Nick Sissons, wife Amanda and sons Jack and William, from Wales as our exchange minister for the months of June, July and August.  When the Sissons return to Wales our two congregations will be welcoming the Rev David Pill as our interim minister.

 

On Sunday July 22nd we welcomed into our congregation by baptism, confirmation and transfer folk from the Episcopal Church of Sudan and from other South Australian Uniting Churches.  It was a great day of celebration.  Over the past three years we have been very involved in sponsoring and settling refugees from Sudan into our community and have provided a weekly program for the women and pre-school children.  The congregation is now raising funds for the Mathiang Primary School in Southern Sudan and would be delighted to involve other churches in this very worthwhile project.  Please contact Ron Johnson 8264 5632 or Johnson Juuk 8395 1054 if would like more information.
 

· Enfield

Cambodian-born member of Enfield Uniting Church, Mrs Sophoap Chheng (Poppy Di Stasio) continues to develop a Mobile Medical Clinic serving isolated communities in provinces around Phnom Penh. Rev John Barr from National Assembly Office (Uniting International Mission) visited in April. Since then, the Government of Cambodia has registered the project, the 'Serving the Poor Foundation Organization (SPFO)'; a van has been purchased a) for transportation of medicines and medical staff (mostly volunteers) and b) for use as a taxi at other times; land called 'The Lord's Garden' in southern Kampot province has already been planted with fruit trees, equipped with a dam for fish farming and ablution block - as a base for future work; SA Synod Lenten Appeal Board has agreed to include this project in the 2008 Lenten Appeal and Uniting Church Assembly's publication " Uniting in Action" (June 2007) features Dr Sem Sitha who is working in the Project. We are hoping to facilitate a visit by Dr Sitha to the HIV/AIDS Ministry team in Chiang Mai, Northern Thailand, the work of (Rev and Mrs) Sanan and Jaruwan Wutti, who visited SA in 2006 under the Partners in Mission scheme between the Uniting Church and The Church of Christ in Thailand. Watch this space for more developments.


An innovative program with Carclew youth arts for the young people of Enfield
Enfield Uniting Church The Church in the Shopping Centre is delighted to receive an Innovations Grant from the Uniting Foundation to fund a unique program for the children of the church in partnership with Carclew Youth Arts. Enfield congregation includes many children born overseas most of whom are Sudanese. Carclew provides artists for children and youth throughout the State. COMEOUT is the big annual event best known to most people. There was a sense of serendipity in meeting with Carclew’s CEO who has been looking to expand their work into multicultural communities. For us it is an opportunity to do what we could not do with our own limited resources.   

The program of Arts Workshops (dancing, drama, drumming etc) commences Sunday 29th July and goes for the eight weeks of the third school term. Carclew artists will include Nigel Martin originally from South Africa and Shedrick Yarkpai who is an actor and youth worker who gained fame in Africa for the drama he produced called Behaviour Change. At the end of the eight weeks the young people will stage an event which will be open to both the church community and well as those from the wider community. 

Special…. As promised this course is open to all in the Network involved in community ministry and is a follow up to the visit of Ann Morisy last year. 
DEVELOPING COMMUNITY MINISTRY FROM A CONGREGATION BASE

How can local churches practically engage themselves in caring for their local communities? Jonathan Barker has developed a course which focuses on the theory and practice of bringing about social transformation in local communities. Jonathan will share his insights and experience in developing a church based Community Ministry. This series will take place on Tuesday nights 

September 4, 11, 25      The Role of the Church in ministering to the Wider Community 

October     9, 23, 30      Social Analysis and getting to Know the Community

November 6, 13, 27      Methods and Approaches that make Difference

The venue for this course is the Enfield Uniting Church (cnr Main North Road and Park Street, Sefton Park). Each session will start at 7.30pm and conclude at 9.30pm.  A brochure giving more details is available from the Enfield Church Office phone: 8344 7857 email: enfieldc@chariot.com.au
· Verdun

Verdun Uniting Church Community celebrated the tenth anniversary of the formation of the Lay Ministry Team on Sunday July 29th.  Approximately 50 people attended the gathering which honoured the work of past members in the face of possible closure of the congregation.  Verdun Uniting is a thriving community with an average Sunday attendance of between 25 - 30 people.
· Pilgrim
Pilgrim church will again be presenting, Mass of the Universe on Sunday night September 25th at 7.00pm. This event includes graphics, song and verse to celebrate the Seasons of Creation theme. 
 

Network Calendar for the remainder of 2007

August 24th and 26th. The visit of Bishop John Shelby Spong is being organised by Progressive Christianity Network. 
Friday night August 24th at 7.30pm Kent Town UC and Sunday afternoon the 26th at 2.30pm at Clayton Wesley.  
Tuesday September 4     First session of Community Course at Enfield 7.30pm
Saturday September 8    Network Gathering at Adelaide Korean Church, 
                  40 Third Ave St Morris. 10.30 to 3.00. Guest Clive Pearson. 
September 28-30th           SAYCO Oakbank (ages 12-15)

November 1-4th                Presbytery and Synod at the Showgrounds Wayville
Thursday November 22nd 
Final Network Gathering for 2007 at St Andrews Jetty Rd Glenelg. Light tea at 6.30 and gathering to begin at 7.15 concluding by 9.30pm. 
Electives and evaluation of the year: planning for 2008. 
Car parking in the council car park rear of the church in Cowper St.
Advanced notice for March-April 2008

The Rev Dr  Michael Northcott will be guest of the Network in March and April next year. Michael is Reader in Theology and Christian Ethics Edinburgh and is an author and speaker. For the last two years he has given public lectures at the G8 Summit Fringe in Edinburgh, the Greenbelt Festival and Edinburgh International Book Festival. His book, Environment and Christian Ethics (CUP 1996) is in its forth printing.  Recently he has written two other publications, A Moral Climate: The Ethics of Global Warming and An Inconvenient Truth: The Planetary Emergency of Global Warming and What We Can Do About It

He has been active in the European Churches Environment Network and trustee of the Fair Trade organisation, Tradecraft. He has been visiting professor at a number of US seminaries. His full CV is available on our web site. 
Contact the Network Coordinator for further information and enquiries including Placements and Presbytery Consultations. 
Rev Dr Dean Eland 

info@urbannetwork.org.au 
8 Ningana Ave Kings Park 5034 

Phone 8172 2133 or mobile 0419 112 603
Check out our web site at www.urbannetwork.org.au for the latest news.
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