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Urban Mission Network

Journeying Out: Community Ministry and Mission

 Four seminars to be held in the second week in September 2006
Background
In 2005 the Uniting Church in South Australia created mission networks, groups of congregations committed to supporting and encouraging each other in mission and ministry. Through this restructuring process congregations were invited to think about their style of ministry, theological emphasis and the nature of their ministry context. The Urban Network is one of these networks and is made up of 16 congregations located in the city of Adelaide, suburban civic centres, outer suburbs and one regional centre. Our web site has information about these congregations and the emphasis which they bring to mission and ministry.   www.urbannetwork.org.au
In preparing their education program for the next two years the network has invited Ann Morisy to be our guest resource person during the second week in September 2006. Four congregations will host seminars which will explore issues of community ministry, what it means and the implications for mission. 

Ann Morisy

Ann is an urban mission consultant, practitioner and researcher with churches in the UK and until recently has been part of the secretariat to the Commission on Urban Life and Faith which has produced a 2006 report, Faithful Cities: A Call for celebration, vision and justice (web site www.culf.org.uk). Ann is also an author and her recent book, Journeying Out: a New Approach to Christian Mission, (Morehouse 2004) was used for a study program of the Pilgrim city church in 2005 and it has been a great resource and stimulus for that congregation. Ann’s earlier book Beyond the Good Samaritan: Community Ministry and Mission (1997) is also an excellent summary of the issues for congregations committed to ministry in their local community.  In addressing the word and deed dilemma Ann suggest that, community ministry requires Christians and non Christians to work alongside each other, because through the dialogue which develops and the experiences which are shared, a new integrity results, and this provides a rich environment in which to share personal credos (97:11). 
The Four Seminars
The four seminars will focus in the nature of community ministry and Ann describes this as a distinctive process which links together practical social responsibility and active, purposeful mission in a manner which does not abuse the vulnerable (1997:1). 
First Seminar: 
This introductory session to the series will be based at Pilgrim Church, 12 Flinders St on Sunday September 10th.  The topic of this first seminar will be Challenges to ministry for city based congregations. A light lunch will be served at 12.00 and the seminar will begin at 12.30 pm and conclude by 2.30pm. Ann will also participate in the two morning services at Pilgrim, 9.30am and 11.00am. Ministers at Pilgrim are the Revs Drs Jonathan Barker and Jenny Byrnes and the congregation’s exceptional web site is www.pilgrim.org.au Office phone is 8212 3295. There is limited off street parking on site but free parking is usually available in nearby city streets. 
Seminar Two: 

Will be held on Tuesday the 12th and begin at 4.00pm and conclude by 9.00pm. The topic of this seminar will be, Ministry in the suburbs: ministry challenges with the middle class communities. The host congregation for this seminar will be the Glenelg St Andrews Uniting Church at 92 Jetty Rd Glenelg and their minister is the Rev Bruce Grindlay. Office phone 8295 1771. Off street parking is available in council car park Cowper St. A light tea will be served between the two sessions. 
Seminar Three: 
Will be held on Thursday 14th and will begin at 4.00pm and conclude by 9.00pm.

The topic for the seminar will be, Ministry in disadvantaged communities. The host congregation will be Western Link at corner of Chrittendon and Hammond Roads Findon and the ministers of this congregation are the Rev Geoff Tiller and Rev Angie Griffin. 

Office phone 8445 2332.  Limited car parking on site and Hammond Rd is recommended. 
Again a light tea will be served.
Seminar Four: 
Will be held on Saturday 16th and begin at 10.00am and conclude by 3.00pm. The topic for this seminar will be Ministry in transitional communities: from rural to urban. The host congregation will be the Seaford UC and Church of Christ combined congregation which is part of the Seaford Ecumenical Centre, Corner of Main Street and Grand Boulevard, Seaford. The minister of the congregation is the Rev Geoff Collins. Office phone 8392 4518 and there is good off street parking. A light lunch will be served. Those travelling south from the city should note that the southern expressway will be open both in the morning and for the return journey in the afternoon. 
Each seminar will be in two parts with an introductory session led by Ann. 
During this session Ann will explore some of her insights about community ministry. Some of her comments will apply to the specific context and other insights will have implications for community ministry in general. The second session of each seminar will involve the host congregation and they have been invited to share their story of community engagement and reflect on their experience. Ann will then conclude each seminar by responding to the discussion which has taken place.

Setting the scene

In one sense host congregations will be representative of the urban or metropolitan area of Adelaide as a whole with its population of one million people. The four congregations have been chosen to represent a cross section of the diverse contextual setting of the post modern city and include the city centre with its complex of residential, commercial, cultural and political forces serving the whole state. Other contexts will represent affluent suburban Adelaide with its dominant middle class ethos, the more disadvantaged communities and their industrial and working class origins and those fringe areas where there is population growth and communities are in transition from their rural past and their urban future.  

Each of these seminars has been designed with congregation leaders in mind (elders, church council members, ministers, activists) and will be an invaluable resource for those churches committed to extend their ministry to the wider community.  The seminars are open to members of other church traditions and we are encouraging Uniting Church members to invite leaders of neighbouring churches.  
Local coordination, registration and costs

The Rev Dean Eland, coordinator of the Urban Mission Network is organising the seminars. He can be contacted at info@urbannetwork.org.au and registrations with name and contact details should be sent to this e mail address or posted to GPO Box 116 ADELAIDE 5000. Dean can also be contacted for further information at 8 Ningana Ave KINGS PARK 5034 or by phoning 8172 2133 or 0419 112 603.

People are invited to attend one or more seminars and the fee for each seminar is $10.00 GST inclusive. We will collect fees at the beginning of each session. Some of the costs of this series are being met by the Urban Network’s budget, donations and a grant from Uniting Foundation (SA Synod of the Uniting Church). Further updates about the seminars can be accessed through the web site of the Urban Mission Network at www.urbannetwork.org.au 

Urban Intensive

In addition to the four one off seminars we are inviting people to register for the Urban Intensive.  Those taking part in this course will sign on for a one week full time program. The core elements of this course include participation in the four seminars and extra sessions with Ann. The intensive will also include background reading, personal reflection and further field visits. This program is particularly suitable for those committed to continuing education or for those undertaking a post graduate program in ministry practice. 

Some may want to undertake this course for accreditation through Parkin Wesley College which is part of the Adelaide College of Divinity. ACD is affiliated with Flinders University of South Australia.  Students already enrolled for the Masters of Ministry will be credited with three points on completion of the course which will include reading and written assignments. Students for the Masters program will need to be accepted and enrolled by ACD. Normal ACD fees for the Masters program will apply and they are approximately $330 for a 3 unit topic. The seminar sessions may also be available for credit towards a Certificate in Ministry through the Adelaide College of Divinity. An ACD certificate level topic fees are about $40 per unit and those interested in gaining accreditation should contact the College at 8416 8420. 
Extra sessions for the intensive

An orientation session will be held for full time students following the first session at Pilgrim Church on Sunday the 10th. The session will conclude by 4.30pm and will provide further information about the week ahead and explore some of the ideas in chapter one of Journeying Out. Session two and three for full time students will be held at Parkin Wesley College 34 Lipsett Tce Brooklyn Park on Wednesday the 13th at 10.00 to 12.30pm and on Friday 15th same time, same place. In these sessions students will be part of a learning team and will be invited to share something of their reflections and experience. It will also be possible to organise some extra field visits to communities in Adelaide where the church has been involved in community ministry.  These visits will take place on the Wednesday and Friday afternoons following the morning team meetings. Students will need to provide their own transport or arrange to share. The concluding session for the intensive will be held on site following the fourth seminar at Seaford and will conclude by 5.00pm.
Those enrolling for the full time program by mid August will receive further detailed background information and contextual statements prepared by host congregations. From time to time further information will be posted on the web site of the Network, www.urbannnetwork.org.au All students are asked to have access to a copy of Journeying Out. The ACD library at Brooklyn Park will have most books on the reading list on reserve. Cost of the intensive course (non accreditation) is $50 GST inclusive. Coordinators for this course will be the Rev Dr Jonathan Barker and the Rev Dean Eland. 
Reading list for the intensive
The reading list for the full time course includes selections from the following publications.
Ann Morisy. 2004. Journeying Out: A New Approach to Christian Mission, Morehouse. 

Ann Morisy. 1997. Beyond the Good Samaritan: Community Ministry and Mission. Continuum.

Jonathan  Barker. 2006. Towards Community Ministry. Occasional Paper UCA Diakonia Association.

Faithful Cities: A Call for Celebration, Vision and Justice. 2006. Methodist Publishing House. (Report of the Commission on Urban Life and Faith. Church of England UK). Access via web site www.culf.org.uk or available for loan from Urban Network.
Smith, Mark K. 1999. “Learning theory”, the encyclopaedia of informal education, www.infed.org/biblio/b-learn.htm.

Robert Schreiter. 1998. Theology in the Congregation: Discovering and Doing, in Nancy T. Ammerman, et.al. Studying Congregations: a New Handbook. Nashville. Abingdon Press.
Carl S Dudley. 1991. Basic Steps Toward Community Ministry: Guidelines and Models in Action. The Alban Institute. 

Ammerman, Nancy T. et.al. 1998. Studying Congregations: a New Handbook. Nashville. Abingdon Press.

Stephen Croft. 2002. Transforming Communities: Re-imaging the Church for the 21st Century. Darton, Longman and Todd. 

By early September we hope the ACD library at Brooklyn Park will have most books on the reading list on reserve. Copies of Journeying Out will be available for sale through the Mission Resourcing Network of the UC in SA at 212 Pirie St. Adelaide. Phone 08 823 64243 or through heather@sa.uca.org.au
Research may be also undertaken through various web sites including…

www.wtf.org.uk and http://hirr.hartsem.edu and www.gocn.org and www.culf.org.uk
Concluding celebration
There will be a concluding celebration for Ann's visit on Sunday evening the 18th at 7.00pm. This celebration will be held at Morialta UC (Chapel St. Magill) and Ann will reflect on her recent insights on urban ministry and comment on the experience of the week. Supper will be served. 
Evaluation and 2007
We will invite participants to evaluate this program with a view to providing the course each year. The network is hopeful that other networks and groups within the church in SA will become more involved in its continuing development. It may also be made available to other states with the cooperation of UC mission agencies or through Coolamon College, the Uniting Church’s National Network for Distance Theological Education which is also a member of the School of Theology of Flinders University and shares the ACD campus at Brooklyn Park. We are also investigating whether it will be possible to record the seminars sessions. 
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